Compositions:: ¢ Laa¥! suslse

1- Should motorists who drive too fast in residential areas be banned from driving? (Students' Book - page:15)
- Write a report making recommendations which will improve road safety in your town or city.
(Activity Book - page: 70)
Over 2000 people die every year in road accidents in Syria. About 30% of the victims are children. Some
people believe that motorists who drive too fast in residential areas should be banned from driving to protect
people’s lives and make them respect the law. On the other hand, we can stop motorists from driving too fast
through using speed limit signs, traffic humps and large fines. | think the government should build more
bridges and tunnels and punish those who drive too fast severely.
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2- Do you think companies should allow their employees to use work computers for their own
purposes?(Activity Book - page: 8)
The most important technological invention is the computer which has transformed the way people
communicate with each other. Today, many companies are run by computers. Employees use computers
daily in their offices to make work go faster. When some employees use work computers for personal purposes,
work will be badly affected and it won't be finished on time. I think companies shouldn’t allow their employees to
use work computers for their own purposes to make them do their jobs properly.
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3- Write a report describing some of the most important technological changes that have affected people’s
lives recently. (Students' Book - page: 93)
The most important technological invention is the computer which has transformed the way people
communicate with each other. Today, many companies are run by computers. Employees use computers
daily in their offices to make work go faster. Another important technological invention is the smart mobile
phone. This device, that fit in the palm of your hand, can be used as a computer, a camera or a radio not only as a
phone. Technology will continue to transform our world in ways we have yet to imagine.
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4- A significant event that changed your life..ibs & s &us(Students' Book - page: 21)

- Choose something that actually happened to you or use your imagination to make up a story.
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- An account of a visit you made..4: cud 5 L3 ciay (Students' Book - page: 45)

- An interesting place you have visited..4i,j $ il g\sa (Activity Book - page: 32)

- a historical town or City.. 4, 5 4 i 3al(Activity Book - page: 60)

- an area of natural beauty...xubh Jwa @3 &his(Activity Book - page: 60)

Last month, my friends and | visited Apamea. It is an ancient site in Syria and it is also an area of natural
beauty. When we arrived, we visited the Roman city. There were enormous columns and high walls. After
that, we climbed up the hill to the citadel. The views from the top were incredible. As the sun went down over
the plain, we saw the buildings change colour, from a dark red to pink and purple. It was an amazing sight. |
will never forget that visit. Since then, I've dreamt to study history.
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5- Recommendations which might help to solve this problem:
(Very few tourists come to your town because they know nothing about it)  (Activity Book - page: 22)
Damascus is the oldest capital city in the world and it is full of tourist attractions. However, the number of
tourists is low because many tourists know nothing about it. 1 recommend that our government should
encourage tourism through advertisements on TV, newspapers and magazines. | also suggest that the ministry
of tourism should issue guides, posters and calendars about the most beautiful sites in the city. | hope these
recommendations will increase the number of tourists in my city.
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6- Recommendations which might help to solve this problem:
(There are very few public places in your town where people can go to keep fit)(Activity Book - page: 22)

Staying healthy is one of the most important issues in the 21% century. Actually, the problem is made
worse by the fact that there are few public places in my town where people can go to keep fit. The
government should think of ways to solve this problem like building more sport clubs and allocating more
land for parks so that people can find better places to do exercises and go walking or jogging to keep fit and
stay healthy.
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7- Recyclingaiai se) -(Students’ Book - page: 27)

Waste disposal is one of the most important issues in the 21% century. Actually, the problem is made
worse by the fact that we are producing a lot of rubbish. The government should think of ways to solve
this problem like recycling. Recycling saves money and energy and reduces the volume of solid waste.
Statistics show that major recycling plants have been built in Syria in the last few years. In my opinion, there
should be greater education in schools about the importance of recycling.
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8- Water shortage and ways of consuming less water..J8i sl éBblgind 3k g sbuall yaii - (Students' Book - page: 39)

Water shortage is one of the most important issues in the 21% century. Actually, the problem is made

worse by the fact that we are consuming a lot of water. The government should think of ways to solve this

problem like repairing old water systems, building dams, using drip irrigation and stopping the use of

drinking water for watering land or for cleaning. In my opinion, there should be greater education in

schools about the importance of preserving water.
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9- Write about the problem of climate change and suggest two or three ways in which ordinary people can
reduce the amount of enerqy they use. (Activity Book - page: 41)

Climate change is one of the most important issues in the 21 century. Actually, the problem is made
worse by the fact that we are cutting down a lot of trees. People should think of ways to solve this problem
like protecting the world’s rainforests and using solar power instead of fossil fuels. Also, using bicycles
especially for short journeys reduces air pollution. In my opinion, there should be greater education in
schools about the importance of reducing greenhouse gases.
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10-Write a report to the council making recommendations about where to build houses.
(Students' Book - page: 51)

My town is very crowded and polluted and there is no land to build new houses. | recommend to start
building new residential areas in the north-east of the city where there are no trees. The new areas should
have roads and public transport services. It should also have shopping centres, schools, gyms and parks.
These projects will provide new jobs for many people and they will attract investors. By doing that, we can
make use of these lands for building purposes.
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11- The arguments for and against protecting wild animals.(Activity Book - page: 37)

Many wild animals are in danger of becoming extinct because of hunting. Many people believe that protecting
wild animals saves some rare species from extinction. On the other hand, some people think that protecting wild
animals costs a lot of money. Another argument is that some wild animals are very dangerous. They may attack
farmers and villagers. Personally, I don’t have strong feelings about wild animals, but I think we shouldn’t be
cruel to them.
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12- The arguments for and against keeping household pets.(Activity Book - page: 37)

Many people have cats, dogs, fish and birds in their homes. Keeping pets has many advantages. First, it
entertains children as well as old people who find themselves lonely. Some kinds of dogs can be used to
protect houses or farms from thieves. On the other hand, some people are against the idea because pets may
cause serious illnesses and at the same time they need more money. Personally, | am against keeping
household pets because of their negative effects on health.
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13- The arguments for and against eating meat.(Activity Book - page: 37)

Meat is a main food in many Syrian dishes. It is very important for our bodies because it is a rich source of
protein and it contains minerals such as iron. On the other hand, doctors advise us to reduce the amount of
meat we eat because it contains cholesterol which is one of the causes of heart diseases. Personally, I am a
vegetarian and | am against eating meat because of its negative effects on health.
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14- Write an article giving advice to people of your own age who are about to start a new job.
(Students' Book - page: 63)
For me the golden rule when you first start a job is this: listen and learn from colleagues. Ask your colleagues
questions if you aren’t sure about something and offer to help them. Another tip is that it is better to be
punctual and to work hard. Also, be honest and don’t make up excuses for not doing something. If you have a
job starting soon, remember some of these tips. In the end, you’ll be happier and more successful.
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15- Write an article giving advice to people of your own age on the following topic:
(How to be a good brother)(Students' Book - page: 63)
If you want to be a good brother, you should be honest to your brothers and sisters. Treat them the way you
like to be treated. Keep their secrets and let them trust you. Listen to them carefully and show interest. Avoid
being selfish. Don’t hesitate whenever they ask you for help and don’t let them down. Tell them about your
problems and ask for advice. If you follow these tips, | think you'll be a good brother.
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16- Write an article giving advice to people of your own age on the following topic:
(How to do well at school) (Students' Book - page: 63)
If you want to do well at school, you must study hard and organize your time. For me the golden rule is preparing the
lessons at home and listening to the teachers carefully. Also, ask your teachers questions if you don’t understand or
you are not sure about something. Do your homework regularly and depend on yourself. Don’t be afraid of making
mistakes because you can learn from them. Doing well at school needs a lot of determination.
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17- Keep moving to keep fit.(Activity Book - page: 45)

Most people agree that regular exercise is an important part of a healthy lifestyle. Some people find exercise
boring so they make excuses to avoid doing it. In my opinion, walking is the best sport for all ages. We
should allocate 30 minutes for walking everyday. We can walk for short journeys. We can also join a gym. If
we don’t have time to go to the gym, we can use exercise machines such as treadmills or exercise bikes. |
think we should keep moving to keep fit.
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18- Enjoy your food and stay healthy.(Activity Book - page: 45)

Experts tell us that what we eat affects how healthy we are and how long we live. | suggest that your meals
should be balanced. They should contain fresh fruit and vegetables. Also, you should reduce the amount of
sugar and fat you eat. Cut down on caffeinated beverages and drink more fresh juices. You should eat less junk
food because it is unhealthy. If you follow these tips, you'll enjoy a healthy life.
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19- Thinking is good for you to live long and enjoy your old age. (Activity Book - page: 45)
Scientists have shown that people who keep their brains busymay live long and happy lives. | am going to
suggest some interesting ways in which you can keep your brain active. First of all, start reading different
kinds of books. You can also do puzzles or crosswords. Play chess with a friend or on the Internet in your
free time. | think these activities will keep your brain busy and you will enjoy your old age.
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20- Write an email to a family suggesting a suitable place for them to live.(Students' Book - page: 69)

I think I’ve found the perfect place for you. It’s a big villa in a green suburban area that would suit your needs.
It’s quiet and with residents’ parking. There’s a beautiful park with trees and flowers over the road. There isn’t
much traffic. It’s also larger than your current place. The supermarket is about five minutes away and it’s easy
to reach the motorway. I think you should arrange a viewing of this place because it’s a great find.

Many thanks, ) o
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21- Write your description of an (old) building you know well. It could be the building you live in.
(Activity Book - page: 51)

| live in a two-storey old house which is located in old Damascus. It is surrounded by

a large colourful garden with trees and flowers and there is a large pond in the middle of the garden where we

can sometimes swim. In the garden we spend the long summer evenings in the moon. The house is painted

white and it has a tiled roof which provides shady areas on both the ground floor and first floor. I enjoy living in

this house.
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22- Write a short biography of someone you know or know about.(Students' Book - page: 75)
My friend Ali is a famous musical instruments maker. He was born in Damascus in 1990. He is a tall handsome

young man. His father is a civil servant and his mother is a nurse. Ali was good with his hands. He took a

course in woodwork and became a carpenter. He loved folk music and, in his spare time, made musical
instruments. His instruments have become famous across Syria, and there is now a great demand for them.
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23- Write a report making recommendations which will improve road safety in your town or city.
It may be impossible to reduce accidents, but | have several recommendations which will reduce this risk.
Firstly, it is important that people obey traffic laws and they should be fined when they break them.
Secondly, motorists have to make sure that their vehicles are in a good condition before driving. Thirdly, |
think the government should make the streets wider, and build more bridges and tunnels. If these
recommendations are accepted, | believe that the accident rate could be reduced. (2014) o
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24- What do you think about people who risk their lives climbing mountains?
Climbing mountains is one of the extreme sports that is not popular in Syria. Most people find it dangerous
because it may cause serious injuries or even death. It needs trainers and rescuing teams. On the other hand,
some people, who love challenge and adventure, consider it an exciting sport. Mountaineers risk their lives in
climbing high mountains, but they feel happy when they achieve their goals. In my opinion, it's foolish to do
such a dangerous sport.
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25- Write your own email to a friend whose family you are going on holiday with. (Activity Book - page: 65)
Thanks for inviting me to go with you on your holiday. We’ve already agreed on the essential things, like

the tent, sleeping bags and first-aid Kit, but there are other things we may need. It might be a good idea to take

a small gas cooker so that we can prepare our own food. How about a large water container? If we don’t take

plenty of water, we might run out. Is there anything else we should take? Let me know what you think.

See you soon.
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26- Write a letter recommending a genius for an award.

Genius Society members,

| am writing to you to suggest that you consider Dr. Mohammad Droubi for your new Genius award. Dr.
Droubi is a gifted dentist and academic, who gives lectures all over the world. He is well-known professor.
His innovations in the field of dentistry have brought him international recognition. He has received many
awards from international institutions. | believe that these works justify his nomination for the new Genius
Award.

Yours faithfully,
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27- How to make tea.
Some people find it difficult to start their day without having at least one cup of tea in the morning. If you want to
make tea, first, you should fill the teapot with water. Then put the teapot on the fire until it boils. Next, put a bag of
tea in it and leave it until it gets red enough. Finally, pour the tea in your cup and put as much sugar as you want.
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CHANGING TIMES CHANGING TENSES

L MTenses

Jwiu¥iUsage

J¥Key words

Present Simple 4w uala
V1 (45 il ajiall aa)
He always plays.

Habits «lie - Facts @ida

Repeated actions 5,84 Jus)

Always, often, usually

everyday

Past Simple Ly il
V2 (adbaill dilxi  ed)
He played yesterday.

Actions began and ended in the past.
(rabally Cgil g cilay &) ga

Yesterday, last week,
ago, In 1998

Present Continuous  _«<iws uals
Am, is are + V-ing

He is playing now.

Actions happening at the time of
speaking.
PV IS RUCPRPEENRUTI PN

Now, at present,
This moment, Look!

Past Continuous Hlia pidla
Was, were + V-ing

He was playing when they came.
While he was playing, they came.

Two actions in the past one
happened during the progress of the
other.
U i Lalaal liiala bl
AV gy
by paba Al g paienn dla JgY)

as-while a jdiue ol

When T
2

Future Simple & Judice
Will + zero form (infinitive)
He will play next week.

Actions Happening in the future
ifleeally duaald iyl ga

Tomorrow, next week

Present perfect pb _wala
Have, has + V3 ( past participle)

He has played 3 games so far.

1- An action that happened in the
past, but still affects the situation
now. OY) ) g palally ddls
2- An action happened in the past
and continues to happen now.

¥ A Ladld )58 5 ealally dina

Just, already, yet, so far,
ever, never — (this week)

Since (2005),
for ten days,
lately, recently

Present perfect continuous
Have, has + been + V-ing

He has been playing for 2 hours.

- Like the present perfect, the
present perfect continuous is used
for actions that began in the past
and have continued to the present.
AN Jlania) B ol palad) Jia

Since, for, lately,
recently---

all day, all morning..

Past perfect ab <l
Had + V3 (past participle)

He had played before he went to
school.

An action was completed before a
second one in the past.

O (Al udala) a3 Ladan) (el (A lias
(bt (a2l JAY)

After, because + past
perfect

Before, by the time +
past simple

Past perfect continuous
Had + been + V-ing

He had been playing for 2 hours
before he went to school.

Like the past perfect but here we
emphasize the duration of the first
action.
S 388 La o<l alill bl Jlaiai) Jia
Ja¥) daand) Lgh it A Saal)

i) o Uil aalall i e
Baall
for + (since)




The Most Commonly Used Irregular Verbs

ey A\ | V2 Ve ol A\l | V2 Ve
g | let let let $As | buy bought | bought
dady | cut cut cut »axy | bring brought | brought
@ | shut shut shut s | catch caught | caught
Sy | cost cost cost ki | fight fought | fought
wyad | hit hit hit mal | teach taught | taught
@3 | hurt hurt hurt 254 | think thought | thought
&ad | put put put
= | set set set %&aa | blow blew blown
I»é | read read read ey | draw drew drawn
i | spread spread spread e | fly flew flown
i | grow grew grown
@ | bend bent bent dya | know knew known
= | build built built @&l | throw threw thrown
& | burn burnt burnt >3 | show showed | shown/showed
Jolag | deal dealt dealt o | prove proved | proven/proved
s | feel felt felt
Jam | get got got 9859 | be(am-is-are) | was-were | been
Lalw | keep kept kept awad | become became | become
Rk | leave left left Ig | begin began begun
9@ | lend lent lent &k | come came come
i | lose lost lost Jas | do did done
“add | mean meant meant i | drink drank drunk
Ny | meet met met eady | go went gone
Jws | send sent sent b | lie lay lain
pka | sleep slept slept ox | ring rang rung
@& | spend spent spent sasu | run ran run
S | See saw seen
das | lay laid laid @ | sing sang sung
| pay paid paid Qesd | SWIM swam swum
Jsd | say said said
s | break broke broken
& | burn burnt/ burned burnt/ burned pad | beat beat beaten
o | dream dreamt/dreamed | dreamt/dreamed oaad | bite bit bitten
g | learn learnt/learned learnt/learned sk& | choose chose chosen
o | smell smelt/smelled smelt/smelled 3ed | drive drove driven
JSsb | eat ate eaten
s | dig dug dug Lduy | fall fell fallen
palay | feed fed fed o | forget forgot forgotten
»as | find found found x| freeze froze frozen
aaa | hear heard heard Faad | give gave given
34 | lead led led =& | hide hid hidden
ad | make made made et | ride rode ridden
oukx | st sat sat & | rise rose risen
& | sell sold sold | shake shook shaken
«ady | stand stood stood MSL | speak spoke spoken
Gaby | stick stuck stuck O | steal stole stolen
»oa | tell told told b | take took taken
o4 | understand | understood understood G | tear tore torn
i | Win won won smay | wake woke woken
&les | have-has had had eshd | WWear wore worn
sy | write wrote written




